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	                          The Death of Ivan Ilyich.
Ways in which Ivan’s life is like any man’s life
Just like an average man in the society, Ivan lives a simple, ordinary and carefree life. He is married to a woman who he feels demands too much from him. He thinks she is the worst wife ever because she is often in bad moods and uncaring. During Ivan’s wake, the wife, Praskovya Fedorovna seems to feel bad for herself instead of her dead husband when she talks to Peter Ivanovich (Zohouri, 2017).  This makes Ivan live a life like any other man since most of the people he knew were in marriages out of endurance and not because they enjoyed being married or were happy to be there making his life normal yet terrible just as the story says. Negatively normal because he is enduring to keep his family together as most men would do and terrible because he not happy. He got married not out of love but because it was considered to be the right thing to do and does not feel loved by his wife.
He is also struggling to work hard to have his social status become better and become a magistrate and chooses his friends according to their social status. He lives a terrible life because he lacks individuality. The various decisions he makes in his life are based on the aristocrats and not his personal good or happiness. This is also considered normal since most people have the tendency to live the same way. It even gets worse when he gets ill because he has the terrible perception that he is a man that has been living right and therefore did not deserve the suffering and pain he was going through.



Ivan Ilyich conversion to Christianity
During Ivan’s final days, he experiences Christian conversion. He spends most of these days convincing himself that he was a good person and did not deserve what was happening to him but then that did not change the fact that he had a terminal condition and that he was going to die (Zohouri, 2017). He does not accept that he is going to die and believes that he is simply sick, not that he was dying and when reality begins to get to him, he loses meaning for life. He develops a relationship with a peasant boy, Gerasim who at that difficult moment is the only one that genuinely cares for him apart from his son. 
When Gerasim gets close to Ivan, he realizes that the peasant boy does not fear death and through their discussions, he begins to doubt his believe that he lived right and believes that his suffering is a punishment from God for all the thing he had done wrong and receives communion. This indicates, through symbolism, that Ivan has begun to believe in a higher being because he is converted to Christianity. He no longer fears death and the hate he had for his wife and daughter subsides instead, he feels pity for them. This higher understanding and forgiveness of others is often caused by being religious in this case being a Christian. These are the indicators that Gerasim helped Ivan convert to Christianity and subsequently deal with the hate he felt for his wife and daughter and eventually face his fear of death, a way Tolstoy used symbolism to show his conversion (Zohouri, 2017).




Summary of the Death of Ivan Ilyich
The story begins with Ivan’s friends learning from a newspaper about his death in a private room at the law courts. Although they do not appear to be affected by the news, Peter Ivanovich attends his wake because he feels obligated to do so. He encounters Ivan’s wife who pretends to be sad and she enquires of ways that she can get pension money out of Ivan’s death. Peter leaves the wake early because the death of his friend makes him nervous since they are quite similar in character. After this, one learns that Ivan died at 45 having lived a normal yet terrible life (Tolstoy, 2018).
During his younger days, he was a quite likable social young man and he gets married to Praskovya Fedorovna even though he was not in love with her. He enjoys his work because it gives him power and when his wife becomes moody as a result of her pregnancy, he disappears to his work. They have two children despite their marriage being unpleasant. Later in life when Ivan is around 40, he becomes very upset when he does not pass for a promotion. He finds a new job and apartment but when working on the apartment’s windows, he falls from a ladder and injures his side. He ignores the pain at first but later begins to notice the pain intensify as well as a bad taste in his mouth (Tolstoy, 2018).
His wife makes him see a physician and he is told that his condition is very bad. He tries different remedies but none works and the pain increases so much that he is forced to stay at home in bed. He refuses to accept that he is badly injured and dying but is able to find comfort in his son and Gerasim, a peasant boy, who is not afraid of death. Through his help, he converts to Christianity and believes that his suffering was a punishment from God. He gets over his hate for his wife and daughter, realizes that he wasted his life, regrets making them suffer but then finds peace within himself and is able to face death. (Tolstoy, 2018).
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